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Introduction 

The Government’s agenda 

A time of uncertainty 

No one with serious international clout in epidemiology has yet called an end to the COVID-19 
pandemic. FIFA 1  and the World Health Organisation 2  (WHO) have been working together ‘to 
encourage football fans, world leaders and policymakers to #ACTogether to end the COVID-19 
pandemic, with a special campaign running throughout the FIFA Club World Cup 2021™ which was 
held in Abu Dhabi in February earlier this year.3 

The WHO has said that its public health experts are considering what conditions would eventually 
signal that the public health emergency declared on 30 January 2020, is over but it is not currently 
considering such a declaration.4 

The Morrison Government is not waiting for a declaration from WHO about the end of the pandemic. 
Australia, like other countries, is rolling back some of its restrictions and other public health policies 
aimed at containing the spread of the virus — State and international borders have reopened.  

Unhampered by an agenda for the direction in which it would steer Australia when it came to power5, 
the Morrison Government responded to the COVID-19 pandemic with a massive economic support 
package for businesses and individuals totalling some $337 billion, which is equivalent to 16.3 per cent 
of GDP.6  

The Morrison Government is now ‘normalising our fiscal settings’ and has ‘handed the reins of our 
economy back to the private sector, for business-led growth, to drive us forward.’7 It is also facing an 
election which is expected to be held in May 2022 and given all the other forces weighing upon the 
country’s economic well-being, Australia’s future is riding on the Federal Budget 2022–23.  

The aftermath of COVID-19 economic support 

Normalising fiscal settings when so many factors that influence policy settings are not normal and at 
best uncertain presents a major challenge for the Government. The Budget is a plan for revenue 
collection and expenditure at a time when so many of the relevant factors are at a level that is their 
highest or lowest in decades, or ever. 

 

1 FIFA is the acronym for Federation International de Football Association. It is a non-profit organisation that 
oversees international competition among national associations which now number 211. FIFA is responsible 
for, among other things, organising and promoting association football’s major international tournaments 
e.g. the World Cup. 

2 WHO declared the outbreak of a Public Emergency of International Concern on 30 January 2020 and a 
pandemic on 11 March 2020. 

3 FIFA and WHO reiterate call on world to #ACTogether to end COVID-19 pandemic 
4 Thomas Mulier, Andy Hoffman and John Lauerman WHO begins discussion when and how to declare end of 

pandemic 11 March 2022. 
5 The Morrison Government won the Federal election on 18 May 2019. 
6  Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook Budget 2021–22, 16 December 2021, at page 1. 
7 The Prime Minister, Scott Morrison. Virtual Address, AFR Business Summit, 8 March 2022. 

https://www.who.int/news/item/08-02-2022-fifa-and-who-reiterate-call-on-world-to-actogether-to-end-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/3/11/who-begins-discussing-when-and-how-to-declare-end-of-pandemic
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/3/11/who-begins-discussing-when-and-how-to-declare-end-of-pandemic
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/virtual-address-afr-business-summit
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What the Government has to work with 

 The superannuation system is larger than the ASX, and the equivalent of over 150 per cent of 
Australia’s GDP — even during the pandemic, superannuation contributions increased by 
11.6 per cent, injecting $134.1 billion into the nation’s wealth sector.8 

 Superannuation assets totalled $3.4 trillion at the end of the September 2021 quarter.9 
There was a 23.7 per cent increase in total assets in MySuper products reflecting a 
rebound in financial markets after the decline as a result of the impact of COVID-19. 

 The Superannuation Guarantee rate is set to increase to 10.5 per cent on 1 July 2022.  

 Interest rates are at an all time low of 0.10 per cent10 — banks are now predicting that interest 
rates could rise as early as June 2022 for the first time since November 2010 and Australians 
could be paying the highest interest rates in the world.11 

 The high level of Australian private debt12 to GDP, 211.77 per cent of income (said to be the 
world’s second highest)13, can become a problem if the ratio gets too high because it begins to 
impede economic growth and can trigger financial crises.14 

 Australia’s gross debt15 is projected to be about $963 billion at 30 June 2022 which is around 
45.1 per cent of GDP and expected to increase to about $1,199 billion — 50 per cent of GDP — by 
June 2025.16  

 Although this level is low relative to most developed countries and may be manageable 
in a low interest/high economic growth environment, it will be of concern if interest rates 
increase and economic growth is weaker than expected.17  

 Further, shocks to overseas countries because of the impact of their eyewatering public 
debt levels i.e. the USA ($19 trillion) and China (exceeds 300 per cent of its GDP)18 is bound 
to have consequences for the  Australian economy. 

 

8 Gerard Cockburn Australia’s superannuation system surpasses $3 trillion 25 November 2021. 
9 The Association of Superannuation Funds of Australia. Superannuation Statistics 
10 The Reserve Bank of Australia kept the cash rate unchanged at a record low of 0.1% for the 15th month in a 

row during its March 2022 meeting. 
11 Stephen Johnson. Why Australians could be paying the highest interest rates in the WORLD and $700 extra a 

month on their loans - as a powerful banker issues chilling warning pain could happen soon 
12 Private sector debt to GDP measures the indebtedness of non-financial corporations and households and 

non-profit institutions serving households, as a percentage of GDP: see Australian Indicators  
https://tradingeconomics.com/australia/private-debt-to-gdp (sighted 28 March 2022) 

13 IMF. Private debt, loans and debt securities www.imf.org/external/datamapper/PVD_LS@GDD/SWE/AUS 
14 Australia is in good company with other major economies such as the USA, China, Japan, Germany, 

Switzerland. As we saw with the GFC, too much lending can create problems. 
1515 Gross debt is the face value of Australian Government Securities, Treasury bonds and notes on issue 

Commonwealth Debt 
16 Budget Strategy and Outlook: Budget Paper No.1: 2021–2022, Table 11.5 
17 The IMF’s paper Many factors go into assessing how much debt an economy can safely carry outlines that the 

critical factor determining a country’s maximum sustainable debt level is the difference between its future 
nominal interest rate and its growth in economic activity. When the growth in cost of servicing the debt (i.e. 
the interest) is lower than the rate of economic growth, then the debt will be sustainable, as the economy is 
growing faster than the debt servicing costs. 

18 Antonio Graceffo Could China’s massive public debt torpedo the global economy? 

https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/7525032/heres-some-good-news-on-your-superannuation-balance/
https://www.superannuation.asn.au/resources/superannuation-statistics#:~:text=Superannuation%20Statistics,of%20the%20September%202021%20quarter.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10601221/Why-Australians-soon-paying-highest-rates-world.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10601221/Why-Australians-soon-paying-highest-rates-world.html
https://tradingeconomics.com/australia/private-debt-to-gdp
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202122/CommonwealthDebt
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fbudget%2F2021_01%22
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2020/09/what-is-debt-sustainability-basics.htm
https://warontherocks.com/2021/12/could-chinas-massive-public-debt-torpedo-the-global-economy/#:~:text=At%20the%20end%20of%202020,exceeds%20300%20percent%20of%20GDP.


 

 

© TAXBANTER PTY LTD  

 

 Federal Budget 2022-23 3 
 

 House prices seem to have lost all connection with the level of wages 19 The Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS) reports that the weighted average of the eight capital cities Residential 
Property Price Index rose: 

 4.7 per cent in the December 2021 quarter 

 23.7 per cent over the previous 12 months. 

The total value of residential dwellings in Australia rose $512.6 billion to $9,901.6 billion 
($9.9 trillion) for the December 2022 quarter, and the mean price of residential dwellings rose 
$44,000 to $920,100. 

 Personal savings in Australia averaged 9.50 per cent from 1959 until 2020 — when the 
household savings ratio increased from 6.0 percent to 19.8 per cent at the time that Australia’s 
GDP fell 7 per cent. The household savings ratio has fallen since then to about 9.7 per cent but 
Australians are sitting on massive savings accumulated during the pandemic. 

 The ABS reported last month that the unemployment rate fell to 4 per cent and the participation 
rate increased to 66.64 per cent — numbers not seen since 1978. 

 Employment is now 376,500 (or 2.9 per cent) above the level recorded in March 2020 
(when Australia recorded its 100th case of COVID-19).20 

 The labour market is expected to continue to expand and the RBA’s forecast suggests ‘the 
unemployment rate will fall to below 4 per cent over the course of 2022.’20 

 But, wage increases may not necessarily follow for all workers even in a tight labour 
market save for specific industries such as professional services and construction.21 

 Inflation is rising — the price of petrol and the cost of housing contributing significantly to the 
increase in the CPI over the December 2021 quarter. Supply chain problems have resulted in 
supply shortages and hence increases in prices. Moreover, inflation in other countries is growing 
at a faster rate and Australia will import some of that inflation. 

 The unknown factor is whether this inflation is temporary or transitory because of the 
pandemic and the resulting supply chain bottlenecks or whether it is more entrenched 
and will cause pressure on wages. 

 The policy response to transitory inflation — e.g. waiting for it to pass — will not work for 
inflation which is becoming entrenched.22 

 Australia’s GST rate is less than half of the rates of consumption taxes in overseas countries. 

 

19 For example, on 9 December 2021 Greg Jericho reported in Australian house prices will keep rising and it’s 
truly depressing for those hoping to get into the market in the Guardian that ‘Sydney house prices are now 
completely divorced from wages. In the past two years, wages in New South Wales increased 3.5% while at 
the same time apartment prices grew 17% and house prices a stunning 40%.’ 

20 Media Release titled Labour Force February 2022 Australian economy firing as employment and participation 
hit record high and unemployment rate falls to 4.0 per cent by Stuart Robert, Minister for Employment, 
Workforce, Skills, Small and Family Business, on 17 March 2022. 

21 The RBA reported in its Statement on Monetary Policy — February 2022 hat evidence from its business liaison 
program suggests that most firms are not anticipating wages growth to move beyond the 2 to 3 per cent 
range over the year ahead. 

22 The impact of the ‘inflationary mentality’ is described by the then Deputy Governor of the RBA, I J MacFarlane, 
in his talk titled Inflation and Changing Public Attitudes, December 1995. 

https://www.rba.gov.au/publications/smp/2022/feb/inflation.html
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What do wages have to do with inflation and interest rates? 

The modest wages growth at a time of the lowest unemployment rate in decades in Australia is said 
to be both one reason why Australia’s inflation rate is low relative to other countries and also why the 
RBA Governor is delaying the inevitable increase in interest rates that is already happening in the USA, 
the UK and Canada.23  

With inflation running at about 3.5 per cent over the year to the December 2021 quarter the result will 
be a real wage cut of about 1.5 per cent over this year, i.e. 2022. The RBA has consistently announced 
that it would not increase the cash rate ‘until actual inflation is sustainably within the 2 to 3 per cent 
target range. This will require the labour market to be tight enough to generate wages growth that is 
materially higher than it is currently24 — i.e. closer to ‘3 point something’.25 One of the many possible 
reasons why the usual laws of supply and demand do not seem to be operating in the labour market 
is the rise of insecure work — e.g. the gig economy.26 

Labour productivity 

Productivity growth, which enables more or better quality goods and services to be produced with the 
same level of resources, can result in higher profits and wages, and lower prices for consumers and 
ultimately improvements in living standards.27  

Australia’s aggregate labour productivity growth (real output per hour) has stayed mainly in a band 
between 1.2 and 2.5 per cent per year over the various business cycles during the last 50 years and 
has declined since the 1990s.27 

When he was treasurer in 2016, Scott Morrison said ‘productivity growth will be the number one driver 
of future income growth.’28 

On receiving the Productivity Commissioner’s report in 2017, Scott Morrison rightly observed that the 
productivity agendas from the 1990s which were crucial to lifting Australia’s productivity included 
changes that ‘overhauled old economy regulation — trade liberalisation, reductions in tariffs, 
widespread reform to capital markets, sale of government assets, changes to labour markets, 
competition and taxation reform, and better targeting of macroeconomic policy. These changes 
brought about a new generation of prosperity.’29 

Not much reform has happened since then.30  

 

23 https://tradingeconomics.com/country-list/interest-rate 
24 The Governor of the RBA, Philip Lowe, stated in his Media Release on Monetary Policy Decision on 

2 November 2021 that ‘the Wage Price Index was forecast to increase by 2½ per cent over 2022 and 
3 per cent over 2023.’ 

25 Philip Lowe, Governor of the RBA, Recent Trends in Inflation Address to the Australian Business Economists 
on 16 November 2021. www.rba.gov.au/speeches/2021/pdf/sp-gov-2021-11-16.pdf 

26 Peter Hannan. ‘We just get nothing’: why Australia’s falling jobless rate isn’t translating into higher pay’ in 
the Guardian 9 February 2022 www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/feb/09/we-just-get-nothing-why-

australias-falling-jobless-rate-isnt-translating-into-higher-pay 
27 Rod Bogaards. Australia’s productivity challenge Parliamentary Library Briefing Book. 
28 Media Release by Scott Morrison Turnbull Government initiates five yearly inquiry into Australia’s productivity 

performance 16 September 2016. The final inquiry report Shifting the Dial: 5 year productivity review was 
publicly released on 22 October 2017.  

29 Media Release by Scott Morrison Release of PC report on Australia’s productivity performance 24 October 
2017. 

30 The PC’s 2017 report ‘Shifting the Dial’ contained some wide-ranging and controversial recommendations 
such as putting a price on carbon, land use/development reform; abolishing stamp duty-based State taxes; 
moving towards more preventative health; reforming universities/higher education to maximise the focus in 
student outcomes; and reforming road funding and investment. These reforms would have required co-
operation between the Federal government and the State and Territory governments. 

https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook46p/ProductivityChallenge
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Instead, we have endured scandals in Parliament, Ministers resigning in disgrace and dodgy deals with 
mates. Even the Government’s proposed model for a Commonwealth integrity Commission was widely 
dismissed as being designed to cover up corruption rather than expose it.31  

In April 2020, Scott Morrison signalled that an aggressive pro-business investment strategy had to be 
pursued if the country was to recover from the coronavirus induced recession. Some tough and 
unpopular economic decisions were inevitable.32 Tax and industrial relations reform, deregulation, and 
fast-tracked infrastructure were back on the agenda. 

There was talk again about the PC’s Shifting the Dial reforms which ultimately went nowhere because 
they were wide ranging and too expensive to implement in the short term. 

As it turned out, the COVID-19 ‘spendathon’33 worked to ensure that the economy has mostly survived 
and some parts of it have even prospered.  

Various sectors such as health and aged care, farmers and industry leaders, and even tax professionals 
still called out for reforms the need for which was highlighted by the COVID-19 experience. The 
tinkering at the edges during the Government’s term of office has only made the need for overall 
reform even more necessary.34 

Increasing productivity — take two 

Economic analysts have urged the Prime Minister — once he gets back to government — to start 
serious workplace relations reform or broad-based tax reform. 

Fortuitously, on 7 February 2022, the Treasurer, Josh Frydenberg, asked the Productivity Commission 
(PC) to review Australia’s productivity performance and recommend an actionable roadmap to assist 
governments to make productivity enhancing reforms. The PC has been asked to, among other things: 
 

(i) identify the forces shaping Australia’s productivity challenge as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic and policy response 

(ii) consider the opportunities created for improvements in productivity as a result of Australia’s 
COVID-19 experience, especially through changes in Australia’s labour markets, delivery of 
services (including retail, health and education) and digital adoption; 

(ii) examine the factors that may have affected productivity growth, including domestic and global 
factors and an assessment of the impact of major policy changes, if relevant. 

The PC is expected to report to Government in early 2023.  

The Morrison Government has managed so far without a comprehensive or cohesive agenda. Even 
those reforms to which it has committed have fizzled out. 

 Reforms to GP care under the Government’s promised 10-year Primary Health Plan have stalled 
much to the disappointment and ire of the AMA President.35  

 

31 Mark Dreyfus. Shadow Attorney General. Media Release on 13 December 2020 ‘Two years and still no 
integrity for Morrison Government. 

 https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F7713835%22;s
rc1=sm1 

32 John Kehoe. How to make the most of a crisis in the  Australian Financial Review 17 April 2020. 
33 The AFR view Morrison must lock in gains with economic reform 1 February 2022. 
34 See the article by James Massola titled Leaked documents reveal scope of tax reform Turnbull and Morrison 

rejected in the Sydney Morning Herald 20 March 2022. www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/leaked-documents-

reveal-scope-of-tax-reform-turnbull-and-morrison-rejected-20220318-p5a5rl.html 
35 Dana Daniel Doctors blast government for ‘broken promise ’ of GP reforms Sydney Morning Herald 15 March 2022. 

https://www.afr.com/link/follow-20180101-p54k15
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/morrison-must-lock-in-gains-with-economic-reform-20220131-p59sok
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 Banking reforms have stalled ostensibly because of COVID-19 but there is a suspicion that this is 
another instance of the Government taking the opportunity of being friend of business at the 
expense of consumers.36 The Government has yet to implement 44 of the 76 recommendations 
delivered by Commissioner Kenneth Hayne to reform the industry in February 2019. The 
Government’s rejection of the responsible lending obligations and the recommendations on 
commission payments for mortgage brokers is seen as particularly egregious because it weakens 
protections for unsophisticated consumers. 

Adopting his ‘task-focused’ approach, Scott Morrison is responding to the daily media headlines about 
the price of petrol and other flow-on cost increases by signalling that his Government will provide 
temporary assistance by way of one-off bonus payments to help pensioners and other low income 
earners with the cost of livening pressures. 

Most electors will take whatever they can get, but they will be looking for a broader vision of what is 
‘normal’ after COVID-19, and some plan of how the country will get its massive debt burden under 
control rather than leaving it to their heirs. 

The Prime Minister — whoever that may be after that day in May 2022 — may have to dust off some 
of the reports prepared over the last decade or so — e.g. the PC’s Shifting the Dial and maybe even 
the Henry Review (2010) — and start the discussion about which way lies Australia’s path to prosperity. 

The economic plan revealed 

‘You don't need to go down that austerity path that others sometimes talk about. That is not our 

Government's fiscal plan. We do not think that would be the best way to manage the Budget’ — Scott 
Morrison.37  

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister’s broader vision for Australia is to create ‘jobs, jobs and more jobs’ 
with sound economic management and a plan with the following five core elements38: 

1. Keeping taxes low and cutting red tape — flattening the tax scales  

2. Investing in the skills and infrastructure that Australia needs to grow. — $110 billion investment 
in transport infrastructure 

3. Delivering reliable and affordable energy to support our economy to grow while reducing 
emissions — $20 billion invested in clean energy technologies, lower electricity prices (Google 
research hub in Sydney) 

4. Establishing Australia as a top ten data and digital economy by 2030 — $2 billion investment in 
a data and digital economy strategy, boosting cyber workforce  

5. Ensuring we can always make things here in Australia — by securing our sovereign 
manufacturing capability, to unlock a new generation of high-wage, high-skill, high-tech jobs — 
investment of $13 billion in skills development during the pandemic — apprentice incentives, 
JobTrainer etc. 1.5 billion in the Modern Manufacturing Strategy. 

  

 

36 Mick Tsikas. Ideology triumphs over evidence: Morrison government drops the ball on banking reform in The 
Conversation 20 January 2021. 

37 Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, Transcript of the Q&A, Australian Financial Review Business Summit, 8 March 2022. 
38 Prime Minister, Scott Morrison. Speech to the National Press Club on 1 February 2022 

www.pm.gov.au/media/address-national-press-club-0 
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Some achievements 
 

1. The world’s first mandated motor vehicle service and repair information scheme — provides 
increased benefits and protections for consumers and automotive businesses through the 
mandatory vehicle information-sharing scheme, substantial reforms to the franchising code 
including the inclusion of a specific schedule for new car dealers, improved access to collective 
bargaining and strengthened unfair contract terms and conditions.39 

2. In a world-leading move, the Morrison Government will introduce new court powers to force 
global social media giants to unmask anonymous online trolls and better protect Australians 
online.  

The reforms will be some of the strongest powers in the world when it comes to tackling 
damaging comments from anonymous online trolls and holding global social media giants to 
account. The reforms will ensure social media companies are considered publishers and can be 
held liable for defamatory comments posted on their platforms. They can avoid this liability if 
they provide information that ensures a victim can identify and commence defamation 
proceedings against the troll.40 

3. The Government has, as a result of the pandemic, recognised the imperative of domestic 
manufacturing to national health, security and resilience. Making things here in Australia is 
important for our national resilience. 

Debt, deficits and (natural) disasters 

According to Chris Richardson of Deloitte Access Economics, whoever wins the federal election in May 
will face 15 years of deficits and the need to find savings of $40 billion a year in the next few years.  

…But no austerity 

Things that we already know 
 

1. Stage 3 tax cuts are already legislated to begin on 1 July 2024 —the Expenditure Review 
Committee was of the view that it would be too inflationary to bring the cuts forward. 

2. One-off bonus payments to help pensioners and other low-income earners with the cost of 
living.  

3. The PAYG uplift factor which is used to calculate PAYG instalments will be reduced from 10 per 
cent to 2 per cent.41 

4. The temporary halving of the superannuation drawdown rate for self-funded retirees — which 
ranges from 4 to 14 per cent — will be extended for a further 12 months to 30 June 2023. 

5. A temporary reduction in the 44.2 cents per litre fuel excise. 

6. Given the unpredictability of natural disasters, the Government maintains an Emergency 
Response Fund (ERF) to provide additional resourcing to assist with the preparation for, and 
response to, natural disasters — payments from the ERF are not included ion the Budget 
estimates.42 

 

39 Michael Sukkar. Media Release Morrison Government reforms on track to drive cheaper car service and 
repair 

40 Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, Media Release 28 November 2021. 
41 Ronald Mizen. Red tape slashed I.n PAYG budget overhaul in the Australian Financial Review 

42 MYEFO 2021–22 at page 110 

https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/michael-sukkar-2019/media-releases/morrison-government-reforms-track-drive-cheaper-car
https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/michael-sukkar-2019/media-releases/morrison-government-reforms-track-drive-cheaper-car
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RBA snapshots of the economic landscape 

As at February 2022 

Reserve Bank of Australia snapshots of the Australian economy — at 7 February 2022 

Economic indicators 

 

March 2021  1.3% 1.1% 1.5% 5.7% / 0.4% 

 

March 2021  0.10% US$0.77 46.6% $1,305.80 / 13.6% 

Composition of the Australian economy — 4 March 2022 

   
 

June 2021 

Mining 11.5% 

Manufacturing 6.0% 

Construction 7.4% 

Finance 8.0% 

Health/Educ 13.2% 

March 2021 

Manufactured  7.8% 

Resources  66.6% 

Rural 10.4% 

Services 12.8% 

March 2021  0.1% March 2021  62.5% 

 

Superannuation funds tax receipts have been revised up $8.0 billion in 2021-22 and $10.3 billion over 
the four years to 2024-25. The upwards revision in 2021-22 largely reflects higher-than-expected on-
assessment payments driven by strong foreign exchange gains and capital gains in the 2020-21 income 
year.  (MYEFO 2022–23 at page 57) 
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Key information leading up to the 2022–23 Federal 

Budget 
The Government’s 2021–22 Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook (MYEFO) which was released on 
16 December 2021 updated the economic and fiscal outlook from the 2021–22 Federal Budget. It took 
into account the decisions made since the release of the Federal Budget, and therefore revised the 
Budget aggregates. Higher average commodity prices than assumed at Budget led to an upgrade in the 
terms of trade and to nominal GDP growth in 2021–22. There was an upgrade in tax receipts of 
$95 billion over the forward estimates. 

    Forecasts43 

 Actual 
2020–21 

MYEFO 
2021–22 

Estimate 
2021–22 

Budget 
2022–23 

Budget 
2023–24 

Budget 
2024–25 

Underlying cash 
position44 

($134.2b) ($99.2b) ($79.8b) ($78.0b) ($56.5b) ($47.1b) 

Economic growth 

Real GDP 

Nominal GDP 

 

1.4% 

4.1% 

 

3.75% 

6.5% 

 

4.25 

10.75% 

 

3.5% 

0.5% 

 

2.5% 

3.0% 

 

2.5% 

5.25% 

Unemployment 
rate 

5.00% 4.5% 4.0% 3.75% 3.75% 3.75% 

CPI — inflation 3.8% 2.75% 4.25% 3.0% 2.75% 2.75% 

Net debt 592.2 673.4 631.5 714.9 772.1 823.3 

 

  

 

43 2022–23 Budget paper No. 1 at page 6. 
44 Underlying cash position — a reduction in the underlying cash balance means that the government must 

borrow more and as a consequence the interest cost on the higher public debt increases. 
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Policy decisions taken since the last Budget 

In addition to increasing funding for various ATO programs such as the modernising of IT systems, 
strengthening its capabilities in data matching and pre-filling tax returns through MyGov45 and its 
personal income taxation and shadow economy compliance programs to 30 June 2023 46 , the 
Government has taken the following decisions since the 2021–22 Budget on 11 May 202147:  

Policy decision Details 

COVID-19 Response 
Package — making 
COVID-19 business 
grants NANE 
income48 

Authorising the Minister to declare, by legislative instrument, that a program 
responding to the economic impacts of COVD-19 is an eligible program for the 
purposes of s. 59-97 and is therefore NANE income from 30 June 2021 until 
30 June 2022.49 

Applicable to assessments for income years ending on or after 1 July 2021.50 

Cyclone Seroja — 
qualifying grants51 

Qualifying grants of up to $25,000 to primary producers and small businesses 
affected by Tropical Cyclone Seroja will be made NANE income for the  
2021–22 and later income years.52 

ESS — removing 
cessation of 
employment as a 
taxing point for 
deferred interests53 

Cessation of employment has been removed as a taxing point for employee 
share scheme (ESS) interests which are subject to deferred taxation. 

This change is applicable to ESS interests for which the deferred taxing point 
occurs on or after 1 July 2022.54 

 

45  Source: Commonwealth of Australia, MYEFO 2021–22, December 2021 page 297. 
46  Source: Commonwealth of Australia, MYEFO 2021–22, December 2021 page 180. 
47 Also included were: the provision of indirect tax concessions to the consular posts of Albania and Lithuania 

and to the staff accredited to those posts; the annual minor and miscellaneous amendments to Treasury 
portfolio legislation that clarify the law to ensure it operates in accordance with the policy intent and make 
minor policy changes to improve administrative outcomes; and the specific listing of 7 organisations as DGRs 
for particular dates. 

48  Commonwealth of Australia, MYEFO 2021–22, December 2021, page 181. 
49  The Government has made a number of state and territory grant programs eligible for NANE treatment since 

the 2021–22 Federal Budget. These include four further NSW grants, six Victorian grants; two South 
Australian grants, and one ACT grant — see MYEFO 2021–22, December 2021 page 181 for a list. This measure 
was enacted by Treasury Laws Amendment (COVID-19 Economic Response) Bill 2021 — which received Royal 
Assent on 30 June 2021. 

50  Section 59-97 (about State and Territory grants to small business relating to the recovery from the 
coronavirus known as COVID-19) was amended by Schedule 3 to the Treasury Laws Amendment (COVID-19 
Economic Response No. 2) Bill 2021, which received Royal Assent on 10 August 2021. New s. 59-98(c) requires 
that the entity receives the payment in the 2021–22 financial year. 

51  Commonwealth of Australia, MYEFO 2021–22, December 2021 page 182. 
52 Proposed s. 59-105 is contained in the Treasury Laws Amendment (Enhancing Tax Integrity and Supporting 

Business Investment) Bill 2022 which was introduced into Parliament on 9 February 2022. The Bill is currently 
before the House of Representatives. 

53  Commonwealth of Australia, MYEFO 2021–22, December 2021 page 182. 
54  Subsections 83A-115(5) and 83A-120(5) were repealed and other consequential amendment were made by 

Schedule 10 to the Corporate Collective Investment Vehicle Framework and Other Measures Bill 2021 which 
received Royal Assent on 22 February 2022 as Act No. 8 of 2022. 
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Policy decision Details 

FIFA 2023 Women’s 
World Cup — 
income tax 
exemptions55 

FIFA and an Australian subsidiary for the FIFA 2023 Women’s World Cup to be 
held in Australia and New Zealand will be exempt from income tax, and 
interest, dividend and royalty withholding tax liabilities from 1 July 2020 to 
31 December 2028. 

Digital Games tax 
Offset — 
expansion56 of the 
30 per cent 
refundable tax 
offset  

Draft legislation and explanatory material to implement the new Digital Games 
Tax Offset (DGTO) was released on 21 March 2022.57 The DGTO will apply from 
1 July 2022 and will be capped at $20 million per year. 

An additional $19.6 million will be provided over two years from 2023–24 to 
expand the Digital Games Tax Offset from 1 July 2022 to include qualifying 
expenditure on eligible games following their public release. Support will be 
provided annually on an activity-basis across any number of post-release 
eligible games on which an eligible company incurs qualifying expenditure, 
provided it totals at least $0.5 million.    

DGR category for 
pastoral care in 
schools58 

A new Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) category will be established to enable 
funds that support pastoral care and analogous wellbeing services delivered 
to students in Australian primary and secondary schools to access DGR status. 

A consultation paper seeking feedback and views on the implementation 
design of the new category was released on 2 March 2022.59    

 

  

 

55  The proposed exemptions are contained in the Treasury Laws Amendment (Enhancing Tax Integrity and 
Supporting Business Investment) Bill 2022 which was introduced into Parliament on 9 February 2022. The Bill 
is currently before the House of Representatives. 

56  The Digital Games Tax Offset for eligible businesses that spend a minimum of $500,000 on qualifying games 

expenditure — proposed to be available from 1 July 2022 — was announced as part of the 2021–22 Federal 
Budget and the Government’s Digital Economy Strategy. Note that the global video games development 
market is worth about AU$250 billion. 

57 The Treasury. Digital Games Tax Offset 
58  Source: Commonwealth of Australia, MYEFO 2021–22, December 2021 page 185. 
59 The Treasury. DGR Category for pastoral care services. Consultation on implementation design 

https://treasury.gov.au/consultation/c2022-255934
https://treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-03/c2022-252330-cp.pdf
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Federal Budget summary 2022–23 

Measures and start dates at a glance 

Budget measure  

Individuals Application date 

Increasing the Medicare levy low-income thresholds From 1 July 2021 

Cost of living tax offset — LMITO increase 2021–22 income year (to be paid 
from 1 July 2022) 

$250 cost of living payment To be made to eligible recipients in 
April 2022 

Expansion to Home Guarantee Scheme Various dates from 1 July 2022 

Deductions  

Tax deductibility of COVID-19 test expenses From 1 July 2021 

Businesses  

Small Business — Skills and training boost — additional 20 per 
cent deduction 

Eligible expenditure incurred from 
7:30pm (AEDT) 29 March 2022 until 
30 June 2024 

Small Business — Technology investment boost Eligible expenditure incurred from 
7:30pm (AEDT) on 29 March 2022 
until 30 June 2023 

Varying the GDP uplift factor for PAYG and GST instalments PAYG and GST instalments for the 
2022–23 income year that fall due 
after enabling legislation receives 
Royal Assent 

COVID-19 Response Package — making COVID-19 business 
grants non-assessable non-exempt (NANE) income 

Grant payments received in the 
2020–21 and 2021–22 financial 
years 

Concessional tax treatment for primary producers generating 
revenue from carbon credit units and biodiversity certificates 

From 1 July 2022 

Changes to the Australian Screen Production Incentive not 
proceeding 

 

Companies  

Employee Share Schemes — Expanding access and further 
reducing red tape 

To be advised 
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Budget measure  

Patent Box regime — Update of policy specifications for 
Australian medical and biotechnology innovations 

Patents granted or issued after 11 
May 2021 

Patent Box regime — Expanded to the agricultural sector and 
low emissions technology 

Rights and Patents granted or issued 
after 29 March 2022 and income 
years starting on or after 
1 July 2023 

International  

Reducing regulatory burden for Australia’s Foreign Investment 
Framework 

1 April 2022 

Superannuation  

Supporting Retirees — Extension of the temporary reduction 
in superannuation minimum drawdown rates 

Proposed to extend to the 2022–23 
income year 

Compliance  

Digitalising trust income reporting and processing From 1 July 2024, subject to advice 
from software providers 

Enhanced sharing of STP data To be advised 

Extension of the ATO Tax Avoidance Taskforce Extended by two years to 30 June 
2025. 

Modernisation of PAYG instalment systems Periods starting on or after 
1 January 2024 

Strengthening the Australian Business Number system 1 July 2022 — income tax lodgment  

1 July 2023 — annual confirmation 

Reporting taxable payments on same lodgment cycle as 
activity statements 

1 January 2024 for periods starting 
on or after that date 

Other taxes  

Temporary reduction in fuel excise 12.01 am on 30 March 2022 until 
11.59 pm on 28 September 2022 

Related laws  

Insolvency Reform funding – including to clarify the treatment 
under insolvency law of trusts with corporate trustees 

Funding over four years from 
2022–23 

Skills development and growing Australia’s workforce — 
Apprenticeships 

Funding over five years from 2021–22 
for programs over various years 

Women’s Budget Statement — includes proposed changes to 
the Paid Parental Leave scheme from no later than 1 March 2023 

Various 
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Budget measures 

Individuals 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Increasing the Medicare levy low-income 

thresholds 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that the Medicare levy low-income thresholds will be 
increased for singles, families, and seniors and pensioners from 1 July 2021.  

 The effect of this change is to take account of recent CPI movements so that low-income 
taxpayers generally continue to be exempt from paying the Medicare levy.   

The Government announced as part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget that the Medicare levy 
low-income thresholds will be increased for singles, families, and seniors 
and pensioners from 1 July 2021. Individuals and families will not have to 
pay the Medicare levy if their individual or family taxable income is below 
the low-income threshold.  

Medicare low-income threshold changes  

The changes to the Medicare levy low-income thresholds are as follows: 

Medicare low-income threshold 
Threshold as at 

30 June 2021 
Threshold from 1 July 

2021 

Singles  $23,226 $23,365 

Families  $39,167 $39,402 

Single – seniors and pensioners  $36,705 $36,925 

Family — seniors and pensioners $51,094 $51,401 

Family — for each dependent child or student60 $3,597 $3,619 

The increases to the thresholds take account of recent movements in the CPI so that low-income 
taxpayers generally continue to be exempt from paying the Medicare levy. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 24 

  

 

60  For each dependent child or student, the family income threshold increases by the stated amount.  

START DATE 

From 1 July 2021 
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 2022-23 Federal Budget - Cost of living tax offset - LMITO increase 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will increase the low and middle income tax offset 
(LMITO) for the 2021–22 income year by $420 to $1,500. 

 Unless the full offset is required to reduce a taxpayer’s tax liability to zero, all LMITO recipients 
will benefit from the full $420 increase.  

 All other features of the LMITO remain unchanged, including the requirement that relevant 
income is below $126,000. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced 
that it will increase the low and middle income tax offset (LMITO) for 
the 2021–22 income year. 

Background 

In last year’s Federal Budget the Government announced, and subsequently legislated, an extension 
to the LMITO to the 2021–22 income year. This was the second extension of the offset, which was 
originally due to end in the 2019–20 income year.  

Increase to the LMITO 

The Government will further amend the Tax law to increase the LMITO by $420 for the 2021–22 income 
year, increasing the maximum LMITO benefit to $1,500. 

Unless the full offset is required to reduce a taxpayer’s tax liability to zero, all LMITO recipients will 
benefit from the full $420 increase. All other features of the LMITO remain unchanged, including the 
requirement that relevant income61 is below $126,000. 

Consistent with current arrangements, the LMITO will be received on assessment after the individual 
lodges their tax return for the 2021–22 income year. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 16 

  

 

61  Relevant income of the entity is the taxable income of an individual or the share of the net income of the 
trust in respect of which a trustee is taxed on behalf of a beneficiary — s. 61-107(1) of the ITAA 1997. 

APPLICATION 

2021–22 income year 
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 2022-23 Federal Budget - $250 cost of living payment 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will provide eligible recipients with a tax-exempt 
support payment of $250 to assist with higher cost of living pressures.  

 The payments will be made in April 2022 and will be targeted to Australian residents who are 
recipients of particular social security payments and concession card holders.  

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced that it will provide eligible 
recipients with a tax-exempt support payment of $250 to assist with higher cost of living pressures.  

The payment will be made to eligible Australian resident recipients 
of the following payments and to concession card holders: 

 Age Pension 

 Disability Support Pension 

 Parenting Payment 

 Carer Payment 

 Carer Allowance (if not in receipt of a primary income support payment) 

 Jobseeker Payment 

 Youth Allowance 

 Austudy and Abstudy Living Allowance 

 Double Orphan Pension 

 Special Benefit 

 Farm Household Allowance 

 Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holders 

 Commonwealth Seniors Health Card holders 

 eligible Veterans’ Affairs payment recipients and Veteran Gold card holders. 

Under the proposed scheme, the payments will not count as income support for the purposes of any 
income support payment. A person can only receive one economic support payment, even if they are 
eligible under two or more of the categories outlined above.  

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 167;  
Budget Overview: page 27 

  

START DATE 

Payments will be made in April 
2022 
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 2022-23 Federal Budget - Expansion to Home Guarantee Scheme  

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will expand the existing Home Guarantee Scheme to: 

 increase the number of available guarantees from 10,000 to 35,000 each year to 
support eligible first homebuyers to purchase a new or existing home with a deposit as 
low as five per cent — from 1 July 2022; 

 establish a new Regional Home Guarantee which will provide 10,000 guarantees each 
year to support eligible homebuyers to purchase or construct a new home in regional 
areas — from 1 October 2022 to 30 June 2025;  

 expand the Family Home Guarantee — to provide 5,000 guarantees to support eligible 
single parents with children to buy their first home or to re-enter the housing market 
with a deposit of as little as two per cent — from 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2025.  

In the lead up to the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Treasurer, Josh 
Frydenberg together with the Assistant Treasurer, Michael Sukkar and the 
Minister for Housing Minister for Homelessness, Social and Community 
Housing, Bridget McKenzie announced on 28 March 2022 that the 
Government would expand the existing Home Guarantee Scheme.  

The Government will: 

 expand the First Home Guarantee62 — to increase the available guarantees from 10,000 to 
35,000 each year to support eligible first homebuyers to purchase a new or existing home with 
a deposit as low as five per cent — from 1 July 2022; 

 establish a new Regional Home Guarantee — to provide 10,000 guarantees each year to support 
eligible homebuyers, including non-first home buyers and permanent residents who have not 
owned a home for five years to purchase or construct a new home in regional areas— from 
1 October 2022 to 30 June 2025;  

 expand the Family Home Guarantee — to provide 5,000 guarantees to support eligible single 
parents with children to buy their first home or to re-enter the housing market with a deposit 
of as little as two per cent — from 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2025.  

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 170;  
Budget Overview: page 30; and  

Treasurer’s Media Release: 2022–23 Budget backs aspiring homeowners, dated 28 March 2022 

  

 

62  Formerly the First Home Loan Deposit Scheme.  

START DATE 

Various 
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Deductions 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Tax deductibility of COVID-19 test expenses 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that: 

 individuals will be able to deduct the costs of taking a COVID-19 test to attend a place 
of work; and 

 FBT will not be incurred by businesses where COVID-19 tests are provided to employees 
for this purpose. 

 Proposed to commence from 1 July 2021. 

Prior to the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Assistant Treasurer, Michael 
Sukkar, announced on 8 February 2022 in a Media Release that the 
Government will introduce legislation to ensure that: 

 work-related COVID-19 test (including Polymerase Chain Reaction 
and Rapid Antigen Test) expenses incurred by individuals will be tax deductible; and 

 FBT will not be incurred by employers where COVID-19 testing is provided to employees for 
work-related purposes. 

Announcement 

In the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government confirmed the previous announcement and clarified 
that: 

 the costs of taking a COVID-19 test to attend a place of work are tax deductible for individuals 
from 1 July 2021; and 

 FBT will not be incurred by businesses where COVID-19 tests are provided to employees for this 
purpose. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 18; and  
Assistant Treasurer’s Media Release: ‘Tax deductibility of COVID-19 test expenses, dated 8 February 2022 

  

START DATE 

1 July 2021 
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Businesses 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Small Business - Technology investment boost 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will introduce a technology investment boost to 
support digital adoption by small businesses. 

 Small businesses with an aggregated annual turnover of less than $50 million will be able to 
deduct an additional 20 per cent of expenditure incurred on business expenses and 
depreciating assets that support their digital adoption up to an annual cap of $100,000 of 
expenditure. 

 The 20 per cent boost will be claimable in respect of eligible expenditure incurred: 

 by 30 June 2022 the boost — in the tax return for the following income year; 

 between 1 July 2022 and 30 June 2023 — in the income year in which the expenditure 
is incurred. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government 
announced that it is introducing a technology investment boost 
to support digital adoption by small businesses. 

Small businesses (with aggregated annual turnover of less than 
$50 million) will be able to deduct an additional 20 per cent of 
expenditure incurred on business expenses and depreciating assets that support their digital adoption, 
such as portable payment devices, cyber security systems or subscriptions to cloud-based services. 

An annual cap will apply in each qualifying income year so that expenditure up to $100,000 will be 
eligible for the boost.  

The 20 per cent boost will be claimable as follows: 

 In respect of eligible expenditure incurred by 30 June 2022 the boost will be claimable in the tax 
return for the following income year. 

 In respect of eligible expenditure incurred between 1 July 2022 and 30 June 2023 the boost will 
be included in the income year in which the expenditure is incurred. 

  

APPLICATION 

Eligible expenditure incurred from 
7:30pm (AEDT) on 29 March 2022 
until 30 June 2023 
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Example 

Harley owns a furniture manufacturing company, Star Sofas Pty Ltd, that has annual turnover of $35 
million and 120 employees.  

In April 2022, as part of an overseas expansion, Star Sofas invests $100,000 to develop an online 
presence and build a digital inventory tracking system.  

In July 2022, Star Sofas purchases multiple software subscriptions to enhance customer data 
analytics and marketing. Star Sofas incurs total expenditure of $100,000.  

The Government’s new Technology Investment Boost means that Star Sofas can deduct an extra 
$40,000, reducing their tax bill by $10,000. The company can use the extra money to reinvest and grow. 

Source: Budget 2022-23: More jobs and a strong economy 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 27; and 
Budget 2022-23: More jobs and a strong economy page 16  

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Small Business - Skills and training boost  

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will introduce a skills and training boost to support 
small businesses to train and upskill their employees. 

 Small businesses with an aggregated annual turnover of less than $50 million will be able to 
deduct an additional 20 per cent of expenditure incurred on eligible external training courses 
provided to their employees. 

 The 20 per cent boost will be claimable in respect of eligible expenditure: 

 incurred by 30 June 2022 —in the tax return for the following income year; 

 incurred between 1 July 2022 and 30 June 2024 — in the income year in which the 
expenditure is incurred. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced that it is introducing a skills and 
training boost to support small businesses to train and upskill their employees. 

Small businesses (with aggregated annual turnover of less than 
$50 million) will be able to deduct an additional 20 per cent of 
expenditure incurred on external training courses provided to 
their employees. The external training courses will need to be 
provided to employees in Australia or online and delivered by 
entities registered in Australia. 

Some exclusions will apply, such as for in-house or on-the-job training and expenditure on external 
training courses for persons other than employees.  

The 20 per cent boost will be claimable as follows: 

 in respect of eligible expenditure incurred by 30 June 2022 the boost will be claimable in the tax 
return for the following income year; 

 in respect of eligible expenditure incurred between 1 July 2022 and 30 June 2024 the boost will 
be included in the income year in which the expenditure is incurred. 

APPLICATION 

Eligible expenditure incurred from 
7:30pm (AEDT) 29 March 2022 until 
30 June 2024 
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Example 

Andrew owns a transport company, Distribute R Us Pty Ltd, that has annual turnover of $30 million 
and 120 employees.  

To upskill its employees, in April 2022, Distribute R Us pays for a registered training provider to run 
supply chain training courses, costing $200,000.  

Distribute R Us pays for its employees to undertake specialist logistics training, costing a further 
$400,000, across the 2022–23 and 2023–24 income years.  

Under the Government’s new Skills and Training Boost, Distribute R Us can claim a bonus deduction 
of $120,000, reducing its tax bill by $30,000. This is extra money that Distribute R Us can use to 
reinvest and grow the business.  

Source: Budget 2022-23 More jobs and a strong economy 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 26; and 
Budget 2022-23: More jobs and a strong economy page 15  

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Varying the GDP uplift factor for PAYG and 

GST instalments 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will set the GDP uplift factor for pay as you go (PAYG) 
and GST instalments at two per cent in respect of instalments that relate to the 2022–23 
income year and fall due after the enabling legislation receives Royal Assent. 

 The two per cent GDP uplift rate — rather than the statutory 10 per cent — will apply to small 
to medium enterprises which have aggregated turnover of up to: 

 $10 million — for GST instalments; and 

 $50 million — for PAYG instalments.  

Background 

Each year the ATO adjusts GST and pay as you go (PAYG) instalment amounts using a formula known 
as the gross domestic product (GDP) adjustment. This is based on data published by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics. In response to COVID-19, no GDP adjustment was required to be applied to 
working out quarterly GST and PAYG instalment amounts for the 2020–21 income year. 

Lowering tax instalments in 2022–23 

The Government announced as part of the 2022–23 Federal 
Budget that it has decided to set the GDP uplift factor for PAYG 
and GST instalments at two per cent — rather than the 
statutory 10 per cent — for instalments that relate to the 
2022–23 income year and fall due after the enabling legislation 
receives Royal Assent. 

The lower uplift rate will provide cash flow support to small businesses including sole traders and other 
individuals with investment income.   

START DATE 

Applies to PAYG and GST instalments 
for the 2022–23 income year that 
fall due after enabling legislation 
receives Royal Assent 
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The two per cent GDP uplift rate will apply to small to medium enterprises eligible to use the relevant 
instalment methods, i.e. enterprises which have aggregated turnover of: 

 up to $10 million — for GST purposes; and 

 up to $50 million — for PAYG purposes. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 29 
Media Release: Cash flow support and red tape reduction  

to help small business, 23 March 2022 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - COVID-19 Response Package - Making 

COVID-19 business grants non-assessable non-exempt income 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will extend the measure which enables payments 
from certain state and territory COVID-19 business support programs to be made  
non-assessable non-exempt income for tax purposes until 30 June 2022. 

 The extension from the original end date of 30 June 2021 has already been legislated. 

 Eight further programs have been declared eligible for the concessional tax treatment since 
the 2021–22 MYEFO.  

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced 
that it will extend the measure which enables payments from 
certain state and territory COVID-19 business support programs to 
be made non-assessable non-exempt (NANE) for income tax 
purposes until 30 June 2022. 

Background 

This measure which was originally announced on 13 September 2020 was to end on 30 June 2021. The 
Treasury Laws Amendment (COVID-19 Economic Response) Act63 amended s. 59-97 of the ITAA 1997 
to allow a grant program to be declared an eligible program until 30 June 2022. 

In recognition that NANE tax treatment is to be provided only in exceptional circumstances, eligibility 
is limited to COVID-19 grant programs directed at supporting businesses that are the subject of a public 
health directive applying to a geographical area in which the businesses operate and whose operations 
have been significantly disrupted as a result of a public health directive. 

Under s. 59-97 of the ITAA 1997, a payment an entity receives is NANE income if: 

 the entity receives the payment under a grant program administered by a State or Territory, or 
an authority of a State or Territory; 

 the Minister declares the program to be an eligible program; 

 the entity receives the payment in the 2020–21 or 2021–22 financial year; 

 the entity is a small business entity, or would be a small business entity if the $10 million 
aggregated turnover threshold were instead $50 million. 

 

63  Which received Royal Assent on 30 June 2021 as Act No. 71 of 2021. 

APPLICATION DATE 

Grant payments received in the 
2020–21 and 2021–22 financial 
years 
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State grant programs made eligible for NANE treatment since 2021–22 MYEFO 

The Government has made the following grant programs eligible for NANE treatment since the  
2021–22 MYEFO: 

State Programs declared since 2021–22 MYEFO 

New South Wales  Accommodation Support Grant 

 Commercial Landlord Hardship Grant 

 Performing Arts Relaunch Package 

 Festival Relaunch Package 

 2022 Small Business Support Program 

Queensland  2021 COVID-19 Business Support Grant 

South Australia  COVID-19 Tourism and Hospitality Support Grant 

 COVID-19 Business Hardship Grant 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 17  

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Concessional tax treatment for primary 

producers generating revenue from carbon credit units and biodiversity 

certificates 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will apply concessional tax treatment to primary 
producers that generate revenue from the sale of Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) and 
biodiversity certificates. 

 Under the proposed tax changes: 

 farmers will treat revenue from the sale of ACCUs as primary production income, 
providing access to income tax averaging arrangements and the Farm Management 
Deposit scheme; 

 revenue from ACCUs will be recognised in the year of sale to support cash flow; 

 biodiversity certificates will treated in the same way as  ACCUs. 

 Proposed to commence from 1 July 2022. 

Background 

Currently, proceeds from selling Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) are treated as non-primary 
production income and are generally ineligible for concessional tax 
treatment under the Farm Management Deposit scheme or tax 
averaging. ACCU holders are taxed based on changes in the value of 
their ACCUs each year, which can result in tax liabilities prior to sale. 

  

START DATE 

From 1 July 2022 
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Proposed changes to the tax treatment of ACCUs and biodiversity certificates 

In the lead up to the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Minister for Industry, Energy and Emissions 
Reduction, Angus Taylor, together with the Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia, David 
Littleproud, and Assistant Treasurer, Michael Sukkar announced on 21 March 2022 that the 
Government will apply concessional tax treatment to primary producers that generate revenue from 
the sale of ACCUs and biodiversity certificates. 

Under the proposed tax changes: 

 farmers will treat revenue from the sale of ACCUs as primary production income, providing 
access to income tax averaging arrangements and the Farm Management Deposit scheme; 

 revenue from ACCUs will be recognised in the year of sale to support cash flow; 

 the treatment of biodiversity certificates will be aligned with the treatment of ACCUs. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 26;  
and Minister for Industry, Energy and Emissions Reduction Media Release:  

Tax Changes for farmers to bolster land stewardship, dated 21 March 2022 

2022-23 Federal Budget - Changes to the Australian Screen Production 

Incentive not proceeding 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will no longer proceed with changes to the Australian 
Screen Production Incentive, including the increase in thresholds for the Producer Tax Offset 
and the Post, Digital and Visual Effects Offset. 

 The Government will also extend transitional support for regional commercial broadcasters 
by providing a rebate of the Commercial Broadcasting Tax for an additional two years. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced that it will no longer proceed with 
changes to the Australian Screen Production Incentive, including the increase in thresholds for the 
Producer Tax Offset and the Post, Digital and Visual Effects Offset, and related amendments.  

These changes would have seen the minimum qualifying Australian production expenditure threshold 
increased from $500,000 to $1 million for both the Producer Tax Offset and the Post, Digital and Visual 
Effects Offset. 

The Government will also extend transitional support for regional commercial broadcasters by 
providing a rebate of the Commercial Broadcasting Tax for an additional 2 years. 

Source:  Budget Paper No. 2 page 145 
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Companies 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Employee Share Schemes - Expanding access 

and further reducing red tape 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will expand access to employee share schemes (ESS) 
and further reduce red tape so that employees at all levels can participate in the scheme. 

 Participants of ESS in unlisted companies will be allowed to invest up to: 

 $30,000 per participant per year, accruable for unexercised options for up to five years, 
plus 70 per cent of dividends and cash bonuses; or 

 any amount, if it would allow them to immediately take advantage of a planned sale or 
listing of the company to sell their purchased interests at a profit. 

 Regulatory relief from the Corporations Act 2001 also extended to offers to independent 
contractors, where they do not have to pay for the interests. 

 No date of effect is specified in the Budget papers. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced 
that it will expand access to employee share schemes (ESS) and 
further reduce red tape so that employees at all levels can 
participate.  

This announcement confirms the Government’s intention to expand 
access to participants of ESS in unlisted companies by allowing participants to invest up to: 

 $30,000 per participant per year, accruable for unexercised options for up to five years, plus 70 
per cent of dividends and cash bonuses; or  

 any amount, if it would allow them to immediately take advantage of a planned sale or listing of 
the company to sell their purchased interests at a profit, 

without the unlisted company having to comply with the standard regulatory requirements in the 
Corporations Act 2001 (CA) for operating a business offering shares and financial products to retail 
clients. 

The introduction of an unlimited amount to immediately take advantage of a planned sale or listing of 
the company is a new development to the position expressed in the Exposure Draft legislation titled 
Treasury Laws Amendment (Measures for Consultation) Bill 2022: Employee Share Schemes released 
for consultation on the 20 December 2021 and builds on previously consulted reforms in August 2021. 

In addition, the Government also proposes to remove regulatory requirements for offers to 
independent contractors, where they do not have to pay for interests as is provided for in the Exposure 
Draft legislation titled Treasury Laws Amendment (Measures for Consultation) Bill 2022: Employee 
Share Schemes. 

Background 

Under the current law an offer of securities in a company are governed by the regulatory requirements 
of the CA which require among other things that certain disclosures need to be made in respect of the 
offering unless an exemption applies (see ss. 706, 708 and 710-716) as well as consideration of the 
requirements to hold an Australian financial services licence when operating or advising in respect of 
an ESS. 

START DATE 

No effective date has been 
specified. 
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The effect of the change is that employers will be able to more readily provide ESS without the 
additional costs of compliance which will allow employees at all levels (including contractors) an 
opportunity to share in the business growth they help generate. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 19 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Patent Box expansion  

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will expand the Patent Box regime previously 
announced in the 2021–22 Federal Budget to: 

 update policy specifications for Australian medical and biotechnology innovations to 
allow for patents granted or issued after 11 May 2021, and various patents issued by 
the US and Europe, to be eligible for the regime; 

 support practical, technology-focused innovations in the Australian agricultural sector; 

 support commercialised patented technologies which have the potential to lower 
emissions. 

 For the agricultural sector and low emissions technology innovations, eligible corporate 
income will be subject to an effective tax rate of 17 per cent in relation to rights and patents 
granted after 29 March 2022 and for income years starting on or after 1 July 2023. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced that it will expand the patent box 
regime previously announced in the 2021–22 Federal Budget and currently before Parliament.64 

Updated policy specifications for Australian medical and biotechnology innovations 

The Government will expand the patent box regime to update its current policy specifications to allow: 

 patents granted or issued after 11 May 2021 to be eligible for the regime; and 

 standard patents granted by IP Australia, utility patents issued by the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO), and European patents granted under the European Patent 
Convention (EPC) to be eligible — however, taxpayers will still only benefit from the concessional 
tax treatment under the patent box to the extent that the R&D occurred in Australia. 

  

 

64  On 10 February 2022, the Treasury Laws Amendment (Tax Concession for Australian Medical Innovations) Bill 
2022 was introduced into Parliament. The Bill proposes to amend the ITAA 1997 to fully implement the 
‘Patent Box — tax concession for Australian medical and biotechnology innovations’ measure previously 
announced in the 2021–22 Federal Budget. The Bill proposes concessional tax treatment for eligible ordinary 
and statutory income derived by a corporate taxpayer from exploiting a medical or biotechnology patent 
(referred to as the Australian ‘Patent Box’ regime). 
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Expanding the patent box to the agricultural sector and low emissions technology 

The Government will expand the patent box regime to provide 
concessional tax treatment for corporate taxpayers who 
commercialise their: 

 eligible patents linked to agricultural sector innovations 
— in particular patents linked to agricultural and 
veterinary chemical products listed on the Australian 
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority, Public Chemicals Registration Information 
System register or eligible Plant Breeder’s Rights;  

 patented technologies which have the potential to lower emissions. 

Eligible corporate income will be subject to an effective income tax rate of 17 per cent for rights and 
patents granted or issued after 29 March 2022 and for income years starting on or after 1 July 2023.  

The Government will consult with industry before settling the detailed design of the patent box 
expansion into agriculture and low emission technologies.  

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 pages 22 - 24 

Tax exempt entities 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Future Fund - extending income tax 

exemption to wholly owned Australian incorporated subsidiaries 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will amend the law to exempt wholly owned 
Australian incorporated subsidiaries of the Future Fund Board of Guardians (Future Fund 
Board) from corporate income tax. 

 Currently the Future Fund Board is exempt from income taxes, but this exemption does not 
extend to its wholly owned subsidiaries. 

Background 

Currently, the Future Fund Board is exempt from income taxes, but this exemption does not extend to 
its wholly owned subsidiaries. As a result, these subsidiaries pay 
corporate income tax, which is subsequently refunded to the Future 
Fund Board via franking credits attached to the dividends paid to it 
by the subsidiaries. 

Extending tax exemption to the Future Fund Board’s 

subsidiaries 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced that it will amend the law to 
exempt wholly owned Australian incorporated subsidiaries of the Future Fund Board from corporate 
income tax.  

Extending this exemption will remove the administrative burden associated with the payment of tax 
by the subsidiaries and subsequent claiming of a refund. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 20 

START DATE 

Rights and Patents granted or issued 
after 29 March 2022 and income 
years starting on or after 1 July 2023 

START DATE 

First income year after Royal 
Assent of enabling legislation  
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International 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Reducing regulatory burden for Australia’s 

Foreign Investment Framework  

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will amend Australia’s foreign investment framework 
to reduce the regulatory burden faced by investors and to support Australia’s economic 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 The amendments will streamline the requirement for some investors to notify the 
Government before acquiring an interest, while still maintaining the Government’s ability to 
address national interest concerns as they arise.  

 Proposed to commence from 1 April 2022  

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced that 
it would amend Australia’s foreign investment framework to reduce the 
regulatory burden faced by investors and to support Australia’s economic 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The amendments will streamline the requirement for some investors to notify the Government before 
acquiring an interest, while still maintaining the Government’s ability to address national interest 
concerns as they arise. These amendments are due to commence on 1 April 2022. 

Draft regulations released for consultation 

The Government released for consultation an exposure draft of the Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers 
Amendment Regulations 2022 on 14 February 2022, which contains further details of the proposed 
amendments.  

The exposure draft Regulations propose to:  

 clarify and amend the operation of the moneylending exemption; 

 exempt non-stock or mutual entities that are widely held (with at least 100 members) and are 
licensed financial institutions (whether in Australia or elsewhere) from seeking foreign 
investment approval when they are involved in moneylending for residential land; 

 narrow the definition of an Australian media business and raise the five per cent control 
threshold while retaining appropriate safeguards for acquisitions of interests in Australian media 
businesses; 

 raise the control threshold for foreign persons who acquire an interest in an unlisted Australian 
land entity from five per cent to 10 per cent, aligning the control thresholds for listed and 
unlisted Australian land entities; 

 exempt acquisitions of interests in securities where the proportionate share or unit holding does 
not increase as a result of a person’s acquisition; 

 clarify that foreign persons who acquire additional securities in an Australian entity under a 
rights issue do not require further approval if the issue is consistent with the meaning in the 
Corporations Act 2001;  

  

START DATE 

1 April 2022  
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 amend the foreign custodian corporations exemption to ensure that foreign custodians do not 
require approval where they undertake acquisitions in the course of providing custodian services 
on behalf of someone who is not a foreign person. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 16;  
and the exposure draft explanatory statement to the draft  

Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Amendment Regulations 2022 

Superannuation 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Supporting Retirees - Extension of the 

temporary reduction in superannuation minimum drawdown rates 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that the temporary reduction of the superannuation 
minimum drawdown requirements for account-based pensions and similar products will be 
extended for a further year to 30 June 2023. 

 The effect of this proposed change is that default drawdown rates will be reduced by 50 per 
cent for another year if legislated. 

 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced 
that it will extend the 50 per cent temporary reduction of the 
superannuation minimum drawdown requirements for account-based 
pensions and similar products for a further year to 30 June 2023. 

Background 

The minimum drawdown requirements in the SIS Regs and RSA Regs determine the minimum amount 
of a pension that a retiree has to draw from their superannuation in order to qualify for tax 
concessions. Minimum payment amounts are determined by age and the value of the account balance 
at 1 July of each year.  

As part of the initial response to the Coronavirus pandemic, the Government reduced the 
superannuation minimum drawdown rates by 50 per cent for the 2019–20 and 2020–21 income 
years.65 This was subsequently extended to the 2021–22 income year.66  

Announcement 

The effect of the proposed extension of the temporary reduction to the 2022–23 income year is that 
the minimum pension drawdown rates for account-based pensions will be: 

  

 

65  Schedule 10 to the Coronavirus Economic Response Package Omnibus Act 2020. 
66  By the Superannuation Legislation Amendment (Superannuation Drawdown) Regulations 2021 registered on 

24 June 2021. 

APPLICATION DATE 

Proposed to extend to the 
2022–23 income year  
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 Drawdown rates (%) 

Age Default minimum Rates for 2019–20, 2020–21, 2021–22 
& 2022–23(proposed) 

Under 65 4 2 

65-74 5 2.5 

75-79 6 3 

80-84 7 3.5 

85-89 9 4.5 

90-94 11 5.5 

95 or more 14 7 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 28 

Compliance 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Reporting taxable payments on same lodgment 

cycle as activity statements 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that — subject to software providers being able to have 
systems in place — businesses will have the option to report Taxable Payments Reporting 
System data (via accounting software) on the same lodgment cycle as their activity 
statements.  

 It is anticipated that systems will be in place by 31 December 2023, with the measure to 
commence on 1 January 2024, for application to periods starting on or after that date. 

Background 

Businesses are required to report payments made to contractors or subcontractors during the financial 
year in their Taxable payments annual report (TPAR). The report must be lodged by 28 August each year. 

Payments which must be reported are amounts on invoices for both labour and materials from 
contractors or subcontractors for the following services: 

 building and construction services 

 cleaning services 

 courier services 

 road freight services 

 IT services 

 security, investigation or surveillance services. 
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Proposal for smarter reporting of taxable payments reporting system data 

The Government announced as part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget 
that it proposes to allow businesses the option to report Taxable 
Payments Reporting System data (via accounting software) on the 
same lodgment cycle as their activity statements. 

It is anticipated that — subject to advice from software providers about their capacity to deliver the 
required systems by 31 December 2023 — the measure will commence on 1 January 2024, for 
application to periods starting on or after that date. 

The Government will consult with affected stakeholders, tax practitioners and digital service providers 
to finalise the policy scope, design and specifications of the measure which is expected to increase 
accuracy and timeliness of reporting while lowering compliance costs. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 28 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Strengthening the Australian Business Number 

system 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will defer the start date of the Black Economy — 
strengthening the Australian Business Number (ABN) measure announced in the 2019–20 
Federal Budget by 12 months to assist with integration into the Australian Business Registry 
Services (ABRS). 

 As a result: 

 from 1 July 2022 — ABN holders, with an income tax return obligation, will be required 
to lodge their income tax return; and 

 from 1 July 2023 — ABN holders will be required to confirm the accuracy of their details 
on the Australian Business Register annually. 

Background 

As part of the 2018–19 Federal Budget67, the Government announced that it would consult on and 
design a new regulatory framework for the ABN system.68  

On 20 July 2018, the Government released a Consultation Paper, Tackling the Black Economy — 
Designing a modern Australian Business Number system. The paper posed a range of consultation 
questions on the purpose of the ABN system, entitlement to an ABN, using the ABN to support 
verification of legitimate businesses, and whether ABNs should be subject to renewal. 

Currently, ABN holders are able to retain their ABN regardless of whether they are meeting their 
obligations to lodge income tax returns, or to update their ABN details on the Australian Business 
Register (ABR).  

 

67  And in order to implement Recommendation 4.2 of the Black Economy Taskforce Final Report (released in 
October 2017) which recommended that the ABN system be strengthened to provide improved confidence 
in the identity and legitimacy of Australian businesses. 

68  See the 2018–19 Federal Budget measure Black Economy Taskforce — consulting on a new regulatory 
framework for Australian Business Numbers. 

START DATE 

1 January 2024 for periods 
starting on or after that date 
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As part of the 2019–20 Federal Budget, the Government announced on 2 April 2019, that it would 
strengthen the ABN system to disrupt Black Economy behaviour. 

In particular: 

 from 1 July 2021, ABN holders, with an income tax return obligation would be required to lodge 
their income tax return; and 

 from 1 July 2022, ABN holders would be required to confirm annually the accuracy of their 
details on the ABR. 

Announcement  

The Government will defer the start date of the Black Economy 
— strengthening the Australian Business Number (ABN) system 
measure announced in the 2019–20 Federal Budget by 12 
months to assist with integration into the ABRS. 

 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 18; and 
2019-20 Federal Budget: Budget Paper No. 2: page 13  

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Modernisation of PAYG instalment systems 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will allow companies to choose to have their pay as 
you go (PAYG) instalments calculated based on current financial performance, extracted from 
their business accounting software, subject to some tax adjustments. 

 The Government will consult with affected stakeholders, tax practitioners and digital service 
providers to finalise the policy scope, design and specifications of this measure. 

 Proposed to commence on 1 January 2024 for periods starting on or after that date — subject 
to software providers’ capacity to deliver operational systems by 31 December 2023. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced that it will provide companies 
with the option of having their pay as you go (PAYG) instalments calculated based on current financial 
performance, extracted from their business accounting software, 
subject to some tax adjustments. 

The measure proposes to leverage from a company’s electronic 
reporting systems to improve the alignment between PAYG 
instalment liabilities and profitability. The measure should also 
reduce compliance costs, improve processing times and support cash flow management for SMEs (for 
example the measure may enable a company to automatically receive refunds of instalments paid if 
financial performance declines). 

The Government will consult with affected stakeholders, tax practitioners and digital service providers 
to finalise the policy scope, design and specifications of this measure. 

Source Budget Paper No. 2 page 21; and  
the Joint Media Release by the Treasurer, the Minister for Employment, Workforce, Skills, Small and Family 

Business and the Minister Assisting the Prime Minister and Cabinets: Cash flow support and red tape reduction 
to help small business, dated 23 March 2022 

  

START DATE 

1 July 2022 — income tax lodgment  

1 July 2023 — annual confirmation 

START DATE 

Periods starting on or after 
1 January 2024 
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2022-23 Federal Budget - Extension of the ATO Tax Avoidance Taskforce 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will extend the operation of the ATO’s Tax Avoidance 
Taskforce on multinationals, large corporates and high wealth individuals by two years to 
30 June 2025. 

 The Taskforce was established in 2016 to undertake compliance activities targeting 
multinationals, large public and private groups, trusts and high wealth individuals. It also 
scrutinises specialist tax advisors and intermediaries that promote tax avoidance schemes and 
strategies. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced 
that it will extend the operation of the ATO’s Tax Avoidance Taskforce 
on multinationals, large corporates and high wealth individuals by two 
years to 30 June 2025. 

Background 

The Taskforce was established in 2016 to undertake compliance activities targeting multinationals, 
large public and private groups, trusts and high wealth individuals. It also scrutinises specialist tax 
advisors and intermediaries that promote tax avoidance schemes and strategies. 

The taskforce aims to: 

 detect tax avoidance to protect revenue and maintain the integrity of the tax system; 

 increase transparency about how the ATO assesses risk and administers the tax system; 

 develop a better understanding of commercial drivers and the industries in which taxpayers 
operate; 

 improve the ATO’s data, analytics, risk, and intelligence capabilities to decide on and manage 
tax avoidance risk; 

 keep the community informed of the ATO’s work in making public and private groups and 
wealthy individuals pay the right amount of tax in Australia. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 29 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Enhanced sharing of STP data 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will commit $6.6 million towards the development of 
IT infrastructure required to allow the ATO to share Single Touch Payroll (STP) data with State 
and Territory Revenue Offices on an ongoing basis. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced that it will commit $6.6 million 
towards the development of IT infrastructure required to allow the ATO to share Single Touch Payroll 
(STP) data with State and Territory Revenue Offices on an ongoing basis. 

APPLICATION DATE 

Until 30 June 2025 
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The funding will be deployed following further consideration of which States and Territories are able 
and willing to make investments in their own systems and administrative processes to pre-fill payroll 
tax returns with STP data, to reduce compliance costs for businesses. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 172 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Digitalising trust income reporting and 

processing 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will digitalise trust and beneficiary income reporting 
and processing, by allowing all trust tax returns to be lodged electronically.  

 This will allow greater pre-filling and automating of ATO assurance processes.  

 The measure will commence from 1 July 2024, subject to advice from software providers. 

In the lead up to the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Treasurer, Josh 
Frydenberg in a joint media release with Stuart Robert, the Minister 
for Employment, Workforce, Skills, Small and Family Business and 
Ben Morton, the Minister Assisting the Prime Minister and Cabinet, 
announced on 29 March 2022 that the Government will digitalise 
trust and beneficiary income reporting and processing, by allowing all trust tax returns to be lodged 
electronically. This will allow greater pre-filling and automating of ATO assurance processes.  

As trust income reporting and assessment calculation processes have not been automated to the same 
extent as individual or company tax returns, there are longer processing times and limited pre-filling 
opportunities. This measure, by facilitating the electronic lodgment for up to 30,000 trusts that 
currently lodge by paper, will reduce the compliance burdens on taxpayers, reduce processing times 
and enhance ATO processes. 

 Note 

Currently trust tax returns for large managed investment trusts or public unit trusts are excluded 
from electronic lodgment69. 

Source Budget Paper No. 2 page 18; and  
Treasurer’s, Minister for Employment, Workforce, Skills, Small and Family Business' and Minister Assisting the 

Prime Minister and Cabinet's Joint Media Release: Cash flow support and red tape reduction to help small 
business, dated 23 March 2022 

  

 

69  See ATO fact sheet ‘Electronic lodgment’ (QC 34532) at: www.ato.gov.au/Tax-professionals/Prepare-and-

lodge/Lodgment-program-framework/Electronic-lodgment/ 

START DATE 

From 1 July 2024, subject to 
advice from software providers 

https://www.ato.gov.au/Tax-professionals/Prepare-and-lodge/Lodgment-program-framework/Electronic-lodgment/
https://www.ato.gov.au/Tax-professionals/Prepare-and-lodge/Lodgment-program-framework/Electronic-lodgment/
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Other taxes 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Temporary reduction in fuel excise 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will reduce by 50 per cent the excise and 
excise-equivalent customs duty rate that applies to: 

 petrol and diesel (current rate 44.2 cents per litre); 

 all other fuel and petroleum-based products, except aviation fuels, 

for six months from 12.01 am on 30 March 2022 until 11.59 pm on 28 September 2022. 

 The existing indexation arrangement in August will continue, but on the halved rates.  

 The reduction in price of fuels to consumers should be greater because GST is levied on the 
lower excise rate. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government 
announced temporary relief from fuel price pressures by 
halving the excise and excise-equivalent customs duty rate that 
applies to petrol and diesel for six months. 

The 50 per cent reduction will apply to the excise and  
excise-equivalent rates that apply to: 

 petrol and diesel; 

 all other fuel and petroleum-based products, except aviation fuels, 

for six months from 12.01 am on 30 March 2022 until 11.59 pm on 28 September 2022. 

The impact of the halving of the excise rates and excise equivalent goods customs duty rates is set out 
in the table below: 

Fuel Unit Rate at 1 Feb 2022 Rate at 30 Mar 2022 

Unleaded petrol such as U91, U95, U98  
Diesel 

$/litre 0.442 0.221 

LPG $/litre 0.144 0.072 

LNG / CNG $/kg 0.303 0.152 

Various petroleum-based oils, lubricants 
and greases  

$/litre 
and $/kg 

0.085 0.043 

Domestically produced — Denatured 
ethanol for use as fuel in an internal 
combustion engine  

$/litre 0.145 0.072 

Domestically produced — Biodiesel  $/litre 0.088 0.044 

Imported excise equivalent goods — 
Denatured ethanol for use as fuel in an 
internal combustion engine / Biodiesel  

$/litre 0.442 0.221 

APPLICATION DATE 

From 12.01 am on 30 March 2022 
until 11.59 pm on 28 September 2022 
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Existing policy settings for fuel excise and excise-equivalent customs duty, including indexation in 
August, will continue but on the basis of the halved rates.  

The excise and excise-equivalent customs duty rates will, at the end of the six-month period, revert to 
previous rates including indexation that would have occurred on those rates during the six-month 
period.  

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) will monitor the price behaviour of 
retailers to ensure that the lower excise rate is fully passed on to Australians. 

Household savings in excise and GST per tank of fuel are estimated to be as follows: 

 Estimated savings per tank ($) 

Size of car and fuel tank Excise GST Total 

Small hatchback – 40 litre petrol tank  $8.84 $0.88 $9.72 

Mid-sized SUV – 60 litre petrol tank $13.26 $1.33 $14.59 

Large 4WD – 80 litre petrol tank  $17.68 $1.77 $19.45 

Implications for businesses 

Eligible businesses receive fuel tax credits (FTC) for the excise that is included in the price of fuel. The 
rate of the FTC depends on the size of the vehicle and where it is used. Heavy vehicles travelling on 
public roads have their FTC reduced by the road user charge (RUC). 

The Government is not changing the existing RUC arrangements for heavy vehicles travelling on public 
roads, but the temporary reduction in fuel excise will provide a net benefit for heavy vehicle operators 
of 4.3 cents per litre from 30 March 2022, compared to current settings.70 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 15  
Budget Fact sheet: Fuel excise 

 

  

 

70 This is because the RUC is currently 26.4 cents per litre of fuel used and, from 30 March 2022, the excise paid 
by heavy vehicles will be 22.1 cents per litre, which is less than the RUC. The FTC for heavy vehicles on public 
roads will reduce to nil. 
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Related Laws 

 2022-23 Federal Budget - Women’s Budget Statement 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will invest a further $2.1 billion towards supporting 
women and girls. 

 The Women’s Budget Statement focuses on three priorities: 

 Women’s safety; 

 Women’s economic security; 

 Women’s health and wellbeing. 

 Some of the key initiatives include: 

 various measures to drive change to end violence against women and children; 

 increased eligibility for the Paid Parental Leave scheme, including more flexibility for 
parents to share the full entitlement between them; 

 initiatives to support women in workplaces and to encourage female leadership; 

 funding for various aspects of women’s health. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Women’s Budget Statement provides a further $2.1 billion 
investment towards supporting women and girls. This Statement builds on the $3.4 billion investment 
made in the 2021–22 Federal Budget.  

The Women’s Budget Statement focuses on three priorities: 
 

1. women’s safety; 

2. women’s economic security; 

3. women’s health and wellbeing. 

Some of the key initiatives include the following: 

Women’s safety 

The Government will commit a further $1.3 billion to drive change to end violence against women and 
children. New initiatives include measures to: 

 support the leading primary prevention organisation OurWatch; 

 addressing consent and supporting respectful relationships, and providing a range of 
community-based prevention activities; 

 provide counselling and support services to support victim-survivors, including improving 
training for service providers; 

 provide safe and secure housing for women who leave violent relationships; 

 ensure victim-survivors can rebuild their lives through recovery measures. 

Women’s economic security 

The 2022–23 Federal Budget includes $482 million for measures to: 
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 drive progress towards gender equality in workplaces; 

 establish the Community Child Care Fund for up to 20 new services in areas where there is 
limited or no access to child care ($19.4 million over five years from 2021–22); 

 expand the Family Friendly Workplaces initiative; 

 encourage women into trades, manufacturing, and digitally skilled roles; and supporting female 
entrepreneurs; 

 consult on how to amend the Fair Work Act 2009 to ensure redundancy payments more fairly 
reflect working hours over the course of a person’s employment; 

 support women into leadership positions; 

 promote and create leadership, safety and employment opportunities for women in sport; 

 expanding the Family Home Guarantee to support single parents to build or purchase a home. 

Proposed changes to the Paid Parental Leave (PPL) scheme 

The Government will invest $346.1 million over five years from 2021–22 to introduce the Enhanced 
Paid Parental Leave (Enhanced PPL) scheme, which expands accessibility to the current PPL. 

Proposed changes to the current scheme include: 

 integrating Dad and Partner Pay and Parental Leave Pay to provide eligible families access to up 
to 20 weeks leave to use in ways that suit their circumstances, reduce complexity and enable 
parents to share the full PPL entitlement between them; 

 enabling dads and partners to be able to access the Government’s scheme at the same time as 
any employer-funded leave; 

 adjustments to the income test to include a household income threshold of $350,000 per year 
— currently, the income threshold of $151,350 applies to the mother only. 

The Government intends to introduce the changes to the PPL no later than 1 March 2023. 

Women’s health and wellbeing 

The Government will invest $330.6 million to deliver initiatives that cover maternal health, sexual and 
reproductive health, ageing, chronic conditions, preventative health, and mental health. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 (various measures); and 
Women’s Budget Statement 
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 2022-23 Federal Budget - Skills development and growing Australia’s 

workforce - Apprenticeships 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will support employers to engage and retain new 
apprentices and reform the Australian Apprenticeships system to sustain a skilled and 
responsive workforce by: 

 introducing a new Australian Apprenticeships Incentive System from 1 July 2022; 

 extending the Boosting Apprenticeship Commencements and Completing 
Apprenticeship Commencements wage subsidies by three months to 30 June 2022; 

 increasing the apprenticeship In-Training Support by an additional 2,500 places for 
young Australians aged 15 to 20 years in the 2022–23 income year. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced that it 
will provide funding to support employers to engage and retain new 
apprentices and reform the Australian Apprenticeships system to sustain a 
skilled and responsive workforce. Funding will include: 

 introducing a new Australian Apprenticeships Incentive System from 1 July 2022, providing 
support to priority occuptions; 

 extending the Boosting Apprenticeship Commencements and Completing Apprenticeship 
Commencements wage subsidies by three months to 30 June 2022; 

 increasing the apprenticeship In-Training Support by an additional 2,500 places for young 
Australians aged 15 to 20 years in the 2022–23 income year.  

This measure builds on the 2021–22 MYEFO measure titled Supporting Jobs in the Economic Recovery 
and the 2021–22 Budget measure titled Building Skills for the Future — Boosting Apprenticeship 
Commencements wage subsidy — expansion.  

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 76 

  

START DATE 

Various  
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 2022-23 Federal Budget - Insolvency Reform - Additional funding 

 

KEY POINTS 

 The Government has announced that it will provide additional funding to further reform 
insolvency arrangements, including: 

 reforms to unfair preference rules; 

 clarifying the treatment of trusts with corporate trustees; 

 implementing the Government’s response to the recommendations of the Independent 
Safe Harbour Review. 

As part of the 2022–23 Federal Budget, the Government announced 
that it will provide an additional $29.8 million over four years to 
further reform insolvency arrangements. Funding will include: 

 reforms to unfair preference rules, including enhancing the Assetless Administration Fund, from 
1 July 2023; 

 clarifying the treatment of trusts with corporate trustees under Australia’s insolvency laws; 

 implementing the Government’s response to the recommendations of the Independent Safe 
Harbour Review. 

Source: Budget Paper No. 2 page 171  

 

 

START DATE 

To be advised 
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